NOTE  ON       A  RELIGIOUS  EXPERIENCE "
clarified. However, we can understand them if we,
disregarding the features peculiar to the case Freud
has discussed, reflect upon the essential result of
his analysis. It is well to proceed from cases just
such as this, which are characterized by a sudden,
mysterious illumination. When we arrive at an
understanding of what motivates such " conversione
fulminea " (so de Sanctis terms these cases, in contrast
to the examples of " conversione progressiva ")* we
shall also approach an understanding of the psychic
processes in slower, more gradual conversions.
Analytic psychology now presents the remarkable
conclusion that the most important prerequisite for
conversion is the unconscious emergence of powerful
hostile and aggressive impulses directed against
the father; that these undergo displacement and
are expressed as doubts of God. The essential
feature of the conversion process consists in the
psychic reaction against this uprising in the un-
conscious of hate and revolt. The affection which
has been born out of reaction to the " bad " im-
pulses will then express itself in utter submission
to the love object and faith in the doctrines, com-
mands, and prohibitions it represents. The close
resemblance between the affects of love and the
phenomena of religious conviction will undoubtedly
seem strange to consciousness psychology ; but
pastoral theology for several centuries has accepted
it as a matter of course. The turning point of the
psychic process is the appearance of the unconscious
fear (fear of castration) which follows in the wake
of the emerging hate impulses.t
* Sancte de Sanctis, La Conversione Rdigfasu> Bologna, 1904, p. 53.
t We may point out here that God influences through threats those who
prove somewhat negligent about their conversion. " If ye turn not, he will
whet his sword; he has bent his bow and made it ready," Pfc. vii, ia.
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